
From My Heart  
In these days there are lots of questions that 
people are asking me about retirement.  You can 
probably guess some of them:  “Are you 
excited?” “Are you going to travel?” and “What 
are you going to do?” are just some of them. 
 

When you retire, especially from a church, it is 
not a closure like an end of a chapter in a book, but rather it is like 
a jagged tear, especially after thirty years, the church is family.  
How do you stop caring?  How do you stop responding, especially 
if you continue to live in the same community?  How do you stop 
contacting and sharing life?  What will now be our relationship?  
These and others, are questions that both you and I are dealing 
with and will deal with in the days ahead. 
 

The one thing I want is for Silver Springs to soar to new heights in 
ministry, numbers, and influence.  In order for that to happen your 
future transitional interim pastor and your permanent pastor must 
be successful.  I don’t want to do anything that will hinder this most 
important goal. 
 

Thus, let me share with you some things I think will help as I 
move into your former pastor role. 
 

Some of you have asked me about funerals of all things.  I 
understand this.  Of course as my schedule and health permits, I 
will be available to assist your pastor in funerals.  However, I want 
you to include him also, somehow, in your funeral planning.  The 
new pastor should understand our long-standing relationship.  
Even if you do not know him at all or well, he should be included in 
some way in your funeral planning.  Let me also say, I don’t feel I 
have to be involved in this tender moment of your lives. 
 

Another thing I want you to know is my ministry to you in a 
pastoral way.  You are still my dear friends, but this aspect of our 
relationship will be different.  While my pastoral care will change, 
please know that I still care for you and will be concerned about 
your spiritual formation.  I will not, though, try to outrace your 
pastor and deacons to come to you. 
 

When your pastor comes, I will not be critical of his ministry, nor 
will I listen to disgruntled church attenders about him if that should 
happen.  I want you to support him as much or more as you did my 
ministry.  When you disagree with his methods, I would encourage 
you to pray for him as much or more as you complain about him.  
What do you do if he is wrong in doctrine or ministry approach?   
1. Pray for him.  2. Have a non-confrontational conversation with 
him about your concerns.  3. Seek godly counsel from your 
Director of Missions.  4. Trust the Lord to guide you and him to a 
change of attitude.  I hope your relationship with your new pastor is 
wonderful, but I wanted you to know that I don’t intend to join a 
“fried preacher lunch” as the former pastor, should there be such a 
lunch. 
 

There is no way I can delineate every situation that may arise 
after August 31, however, all I want is for the Lord to be honored 
and glorified, lost people to be saved, and the church to be edified.  
This will happen if the church is functioning as it should.  The 
church needs a successful pastor in order to be effective. 
 

Glad to be your pastor, 
 

Th
e NETWORK 

Volume XXVIII July 2018 Number 7 

 

 
 
 

Silver Springs Baptist Church 
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Sharing God’s Word.  Showing God’s Love. 
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New Building Fund Given (thru 12-31-17) .............................. $634,411.16 
New Building Fund Given since January ....................................... $530.00 
Total Given ............................................................................. $634,941.16 
 

New Building Fund balance as of May 31, 2018 ................ $628,536.68 
(This total includes deduction for expenses and additions from interest earned.) 

 
 
 
 

Through June 24, 2018 (25 weeks) 
Budget Goal ........................................................................... $160,852.40 
Budget Given ......................................................................... $152,998.00 
Difference .................................................................................. ($7,854.40) 
Budget Expenses (thru 5-31-18) ............................................ $134,073.24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes 
Father's Day Offering 

Given:  $1,013.00 
 
 

Harvest America/Crossover 
Evangelism Results 

Dallas, Texas 
 Attendance Professions 

AT&T Stadium 35,000 2,300 
Online N/A 875 
Door-to-Door June 9 N/A 675 
Seminary Students N/A 340 
Witnessing June 4-8   N/A   N/A 
Totals 35,000 4,190 

 



 
 

One of the great challenges for each generation is to grapple 
with perspective.  Perspective (and wisdom) comes as we learn 
from generations that precede us.  The more we study history, 
the more we learn that we are not as unique as we think we 
are.  The old adage “there is nothing new under the sun” exists 
because there is a lot of truth in it! 
 

As Christians, we stand on the truths from God’s perfect word, 
and we also stand on the shoulders of church history, wisdom, 
and practice of our faith.  That’s why it’s so important when any 
one particular generation grapples with changing something (a 
belief, interpretation, practice) that has stood the test of time for 
numerous generations. 
 

John and Charles Wesley wrote many of what we would now 
call beloved hymns for worship that we still sing today.  But in 
their day, these hymns were brand new.  And believe it or not, 
many Christians in that day (we’re talking the 1700’s) did not 
like, accept, or appreciate the Wesley’s new songs. 
 

One of the things I so appreciate about Silver Springs Baptist 
under Pastor Russ’ leadership is when planning worship, I do 
not feel pressure to execute some kind of formula or 
percentage of new versus old music.  But can we learn 
something from the Wesley’s on how they encouraged folks in 
their day to think about new music? 
 

In 1761, John Wesley penned these “guidelines" for corporate 
singing for church congregations who would be singing out of 
his brand new Select Hymns with Tunes Annexed hymn book. 
 

Directions for Singing.  That this part of Divine Worship 
may be the more acceptable to God, as well as, the more 
profitable to yourself and others; be careful to observe the 
following directions. 
 I. Learn these Tunes before you learn any others; 

afterwards learn as many as you please. 
 II. Sing them exactly as they are printed here, without 

altering or mending them at all; and if you have learned 
to sing them otherwise, unlearn it as soon as you can. 

 III. Sing All.  See that you join with the congregation as 
frequently as you can.  Let not a slight degree of 
weakness or weariness hinder you.  If it is a cross to you, 
take it up and you will find a blessing. 

 IV. Sing lustily and with good courage.  Beware of singing as 
if you were half dead, or half asleep; but lift up your voice 
with strength.  Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor 
more ashamed of its being heard, than when you sung 
the songs of Satan. 

 V. Sing modestly.  Do not bawl, so as to be heard above or 
distinct from the rest of the congregation, that you may 
not destroy the harmony; but strive to unite your voices 
together, so as to make one clear melodious sound. 

 VI. Sing in Time:  whatever time is sung, be sure to keep 
with it.  Do not run before nor stay behind it; but attend 
closely to the leading voices, and move therewith as 
exactly as you can.  And take care you sing not too slow.  
This drawling way naturally steals on all who are lazy; 
and it is high time to drive it out from among us, and sing 
all our tunes just as quick as we did at first. 

 VII. Above all sing spiritually.  Have an eye to God in every 
word you sing.  Aim at pleasing him more than yourself, 
or any other creature.  In order to do this attend strictly to 
the sense of what you sing, and see that your Heart is 
not carried away with the sound, but offered to God 
continually; so shall your singing be such as the Lord will 
approve of here, and reward when he cometh in the 
clouds of heaven.  Blessings, 

 Pastor Phillip 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This was our 2017 Operation:Backpack results.  Let’s make 
2018 EVEN BETTER! 
 

Items Needed: 
24 count box of crayons Spiral notebooks 
White copy paper Cap erasers 
Colored copy paper Earbuds 
Clorox wipes Germ X 
WIDE RULE composition books 1 inch binder 

 

Monetary donations to purchase additional items and 
backpacks.  July 22 is the last day for donations. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Come join us for  
Fuel Worship Service 
(students grades 6-12) on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

From the Garage, 

Gathering Together for Worship  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wow! is all I can say about this summer.  We have had new 
visitors coming on Wednesday nights and God is really moving 
in the youth group.  It’s amazing how some students have a 
heart for missions and others just want to save the world. 
 
We just got back from Youth camp.  God is truly moving in the 
hearts of our students.  We had three students saved.  Right 
now emotions are running high, so I am asking for everyone’s 
help to keep encouraging the students to keep those emotions 
that they are feeling, to be the light of the world.  Also, I cannot 
say enough about the leaders who labored so hard to make this 
year so special. Although satan tried his best to step in with all 
kinds of issues, I’m here to say that He who is greater always 
wins no matter what!  Please, please continue to pray and be an 
encourager to the students.  Listen and see how God is using 
them for his glory. 

project:JOY 

Sympathy 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to Robin Gray in 
the death of her son, Weston; and to Beverly Birdsong & 
family in the death of her mother. 



Notes of Thanks  
 

Thank you to everyone who brought food for the VBS teachers 
the week of Bible school.  It was so good and we enjoyed it so 
much. Carlene 
 
Thank you so much for your donation to the Mt. Juliet Help 
Center!  We are putting your gift right to work helping families in 
our community.  We are grateful for your support! 
 Sincerely, 
 Carolyn Smith, Director 
 
I would like to express my appreciation for all that was done for 
my family following the passing of my mother.  I appreciate all 
the texts, emails, cards, beautiful flowers, donations to Fall River 
Cemetery, visits, food, & prayers.  You all mean so much to my 
family and me. Love, 
 Beverly Birdsong & family 
 
Theresa and I would like to thank the VBS workers for the gift 
certificate to Sunset and the money.  Also, thank you for the two 
wall hangings, which will be a lasting remembrance, of words we 
have shared through the years:  “Are You Happy” (Russ) and “I 
Love You A Whole Pile of Sugar” (Theresa). 
 Russ & Theresa 

 
 
 4  INDEPENDENCE DAY - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 8 6:45 p.m. Regular Monthly Business Meeting 

14 10:00 a.m. TBMB Disaster Relief 40th Anniversary Celebration 

16-20  WCBA Youth Camp, Pickett State Park 

21 4:00 p.m. Silver Springers' Barbeque Dinner, SSBC 

22  Last Day for Operation:Backpack Donations 

27  Ignite Kids Social 

 
 
 
 
 
 May June 

Sunday School ....................101 Sunday School .................... 98 
Morning Worship..................122 Morning Worship ............... 122 
Evening Worship................... 33 Evening Worship ................. 32 
Wednesday Evening ............N/A Wednesday Evening ......... N/A 
 
Undesignated ............... $22,485.00 Undesignated ............. $22,627.75 
Building Fund ....................... $75.00 Building Fund .................... $75.00 
TBCH .............................. $1,012.00 TBAH .............................. $963.00 
Music Ministry .................... $250.00 Youth Ministry .............. $1,200.00 
VBS Donation ...................... $25.00 VBS Donation ................. $590.22 
Joy Center ........................... $50.00 Joy Center ...................... $100.00 
  Silver Springers ............... $500.00 

 
 
 
 
 

VBS Yard Signs 
If you haven’t returned your VBS yard sign, please do so as 
soon as possible. Thank you 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 8:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 

 6:00 p.m. Evening Praise Service 

  Kingdom Movers Children’s Ministry 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Discipleship Training 

  Nursery (birth-2 yrs.) 

  Mission Friends (3 yrs.-K) 

  Children in Action (grades 1-5) 

  Fuel Worship (grades 6-12) 

  Special Friends Class 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our 
Church 
Schedule 

 
 
 

 
BE AWARE!  These are the words that we saw everywhere we went as we traveled.  The caution signs of a wild 
animal attacking are on road signs, in pamphlets, even in restrooms.  However, even though there were warning 
signs every time you blinked, there were still people who just HAD to get close to the bison or bear that was foraging.  
Seems pretty silly, right?  After thinking about it, I thought about our warning signs.  How often does God provide us 
with warnings?  They are all laid out for us in His word.  When we don't heed those words of caution, we put 
ourselves and our Christian witness at risk.  His words are there to protect us just as the “BE AWARE" signs are.  He 
knows what is best for us, all we have to do is follow His instructions! 
 

***On July 21 we will be having a Sunday School training session beginning at 8:30 a.m. with breakfast provided at 8:00 
a.m.  THIS IS NOT JUST FOR TEACHERS!  We would love to pack the church to learn how we can make our Sunday 
School program more effective.  Alan Raughton from Lifeway will be presenting.  Please email kat.smith165@gmail.com 
to let me know if you would like to attend.*** 

 Eric & Katrina 

Sunday School 

Vacation Bible School Wrap Up 
Again, as in year’s past, our people, to be thematic, “knocked it 
out of the park” in preparing for and executing VBS.  The décor 
of the building built excitement and anticipation among the 
children and workers.  The workers diligently worked to tell age 
appropriate Bible lessons.  The music teams and art group 
helped children learn God’s ways creatively.  The recreational 
folks helped our children burn off a lot of energy that was 
produced by our refreshment ladies.  Thank you to every person 
who worked even behind the scenes.  The directors made sure 
every worker had what they needed and helped solve 
unexpected issues that always arise during VBS. 
 

Day Attendance Workers Students Offering 
Monday 116 51 65 $6.86 
Tuesday 111 45 65 $22.79 
Wednesday 117 47 70 $84.00 
Thursday 114 47 67 $103.48 
Friday 108 46 62 $23.09 
 

Statistical Review 
Enrollment:  117 Professions of Faith:  0 
Average Daily Attendance:  113 Discussions:  3 
Prospects Discovered:  14 Cooperative Program Offering Total:  $240.22 

mailto:kat.smith165@gmail.com
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TBMB Disaster Relief 
40th Anniversary Celebration 

July 14  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
6434 John Hager Road, Mt. Juliet 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Silver Springers' Barbeque Dinner 
July 21  4:00 p.m.  SSBC 

Special Music by Theresa Stephens  
and her sister, Reba Stringfield 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Join Us Sunday Evening for 
Worship & Praise Through Song! 

July 29  6:00 p.m. 
The Stephens’ family, including immediate and extended 
family members, will be leading our time of worship “Gaither-
style”!  Special music, congregational singing, and 
instrumental music will all be a part of our evening. 
 

It has long been a desire of mine to gather our own family 
members together along with our church family members 
and sing the night away!  Thank you, Phillip, for the invitation 
and opportunity to do just that! 
 

Don’t miss this chance to come and worship as we all Adore 
Him...Christ, the Lord through our lifted voices to Him! 
 Much love to you all, 
 Theresa 
 

Local Contact:  Mark Stephens 


